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the Oroonoko, and part flows also towards the

river Amazons.

The river Madera, which falls into the Ama.

zons, is more than 66o leagues.

To know nearly the quantity of water the

sea receives by all the rivers which. tall into it,

let us suppose that one half of the globe is

covered by the sea, and that the other half is

land, which is nearly the fact; let us suppose

also, that the mediate depth of the sea is 230

fathom. The surface of all the earth being

170,981,012 square miles; and that of the

sea 85,490,506 square miles, which being

multiplied by 1, the depth of the sea gives

21,372,626, cubical- miles for the quantity of

water contained in the ocean. Now, to cal

culate the quantity of water which the ocean

receives from the rivers, let us take some

great river, whose rapidity and quantity of

waters are known; for example, the Po, which

runs through Lombardy, and waters a tract of

land 380 miles long; according to Riccioli, its

breadth, before it divides into many trenches, is

ioo perches of Boulogne, or i000 feet, its

depth io feet, and it runs four miles an hour;

therefore the Po supplies the sea with 200,000

cubical perches. of water in an hour, or 4

rni1lios
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