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at the bottom fresh; and this must always be

the case where there are springs at the bottom

of the sea, as near Goo, Ormus, and even in

the sea of Naples, where there are hot springs

at the bottom.

There are other places where sulphurous

springs and beds of bitumen have been disco

vered at the bottom of the sea, and on land

there are many of these springs of bitumen

which run into it.

At Barbadoes there is a pure bitumen spring,

which flows from the rocks into the sea: salt

and bitumen, therefore, are predominant mat

ters in the sea water: but it is also mixed with

many other matters; for the taste of water is

not the same in every part of the sea; besides,

the agitation and the heat of the sun alters the

natural taste which the sea should have; and

the different colour of different seas, at diffe

rent times, prove that the waters of the sea

contain several kinds of matters, either which

it loosens from its own bottom, or are brought

thither by rivers.

Almost all countries watered by great rivers

are subject to periodical
inundations, those

which are low, and derive their sources from a

great distance, overflow the most regularly.
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