
PREFACE.

WE

should certainly be guilty of a

gross absurdity if, in an age like

the present, we were to enter into an

elaborate discussion on the advantages

to be derived from the study of NATU

RAL HISTORY; the ancients recom

mended it as useful, instructive, and en.

tertaining; and the moderns have so

far pursued and cultivated this first of

sciences, that it is now admitted to be

the source of universal instruction and

knowledge; where every active mind

may find subjects to amuse and delight,

and the artist a never failing field to

enrich his glowing imagination.
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