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opposite to that ofweight, that is, with a vola

tility whichwe might think essential, is, never

theless, heavy like all matter, since it bends

every time it passes near other bodies, and

finds itself inclined totheir sphere of attraction.

It is very heavy, relatively to its volume,

which is very minute, since the immense velo

city with which light moves in a direct line,

does not prevent it from feeling sufficient at

traction near other bodies, for its direction to

incline and change in a manner very sensible

to our eyes. Thirdly, the substance of light

is not more simple than all other matter, since

it is composed ofparts ofunequal weight; the

red rays are much heavier than the blue; and

between thesetwo extremes there are an infinity

of intermediate rays, which approach more or

less the weight of the red, or the lightness of

the blue according to their shades. All these

consequences are necessarily derived from the

phenomena of the inflection oflight, and ofits

refraction, which, in reality, is only an in

flexion which operates when light passes across

transparent bodies. Fourtlily, it may be de

monstrated, that light is massive, and that it

acts, in some cases as all other bodies act;

for, independently of its ordinary effect, which

is to shine before our eyes, and by its own

action, always accompanied with lustre, and

often
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