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substance but as an attribute of light and

lire.

The first hung' worthy of remark, is, that

the seat of heat is quite different from that of

light : the latter occupies and runs through

the void space of the universe ; heat, on the

contrary, is diffused through all solid matter.

The globe of the earth, and the whole matter

of which it is composed, have a considerable

degree of heat. Water has its degree of heat

which it does n& lose but by losing its fluidity.

The air has also heat, which we call its tempe

rature,and which varies much, but is never en

tirely lost, since its springs subsist even in the

greatest cold. Fire has also its different dgrecs

of heat, which appear to depend less on its own

nature, than on that of the aliments which feed

it. Thus all known matter possesses warmth;

and, hence, heat is a much more general affec

tiori than that of light.

Heat penetrates everybody without excep

tion vluich is exposed to it, while light passes

through transparent bodies only, and is stop

ped and in part repelled, byevery opaque one.

Heat, therefore acts in amuch moregeneral and

palpable manner than light, and although the

molecules ofheat are excessively minute, since

they penetrate the most compact bodies, it
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