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bustible matters, its action and expansion is
pressed by augménting the velocity of the air
by bellows, caverns, ventilators, aspirative
tubes, &c. all of which accelerate more or less
the rapidity of the air directed on the fire.
The action of fire is augmented by its volume,
when a gréat quantity of combustible matters
is accumulated, and the heat and fire are
driven into the reverberatory furnaces, which
comprehend those of our glass, porcelain, and
pottery manufactories, and all those wherein
metals and minerals are melted, iron excepted.
Fire acts here by its volume, and has only its
own velocity, since the rapidity is not aug-
mented by the bellows, or other instruments
which carry air to the fire.

There are many modes of augmenting the
action of fire by its velocity or volume ; but
there is only one way of augmeéniing its mass
namely, by uniting it in the focus of a burning
glass. 'When we receive on the refracting,
or reflecting mirror, the rays of the sun, or
cven those of a well-kindled fire, we unifé
them in so much the less space, as the mirror
is longer, and the focus shorter; for example,
by a mirror of four feet diaméter, and one
inch focus, it is clear, that the quantity of
light, or fire, which fallson the four-feet mirror,

will
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