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of matter will be found diminished one half,

as we sec it in calcareous stones, which lose neat

halftheir weight in the fire. But ifwe con

tinue to apply the fire for a very longtime to

the other half, composed of fixed parts, all

combustion and volatilization being ceased,

that matter, instead of continuing to lose its

mass, mllst increase al the expense of the air

and fire with wli ichi it is penetrated ; and those

are matters already calcined, and prepared by

Nature to the degree where combustion

ceases, and consequently susceptible of in

creasino the weirht from the first moment ofC) zn

the application. We have seen, that light

extinguishes on the surfce of all bodies

which (10 not reflect; and that heat, by long

residence, fixes partly in the matters which it

penetrates ; we know also that air is

neces-saryfor cilc.ination, or combustion, and the

more so for cakination as having more fixity in

the external parts of bodies, and becomes a

constituent part : hence, it is natural to ima

gine, that this aumentation of weight pro-9

CCCdS only from the addition of the particle

of liglif, heat, and air, which are at length

fixed and united to one rnater, against which

they have made so many efforts, without being

able either to raise or burn them. This appea r
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