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clearly to be the fact, for if we afterwards pre-
sent a combustible substance to them they will
quit the fixed matter, to which they were only
attached through force, rctake their natural
motion, clasticity, and volatility, and all de-
part with it ; frem hence, metal, or calcinized
matter, to which thesc volatile parts has been
rendered, retakes its pristine form, and its
weightis found diminished by the whole quan-
tity of fieryandairy particles which were fixed
in it, and which had been just raised by this
new combustion. Ail this is performed by the
sole law of affinities ; and their seemsto be no
morc difliculty to conceive how the lime of a
metal is reduced, than to understand how it is
precipitated in dissolution ; the cause is the
same, and the cffects arc similar. A metal dis-’
solved by an acid, will precipitate when lo this
acid another substance is offered with which
it has more affinity than metal, the acid then
quits it and falls tothe bottom. So,likewesc,
this metal calcines, that is, loaded with parts
ofair, heat,and fire, which being fixed, keeps
it under the form of a lime, and will precipi-
tate, or be reduced, when presented to this fire
and fixed air, from the combustible matters
with which they have more affinity than with

the metal; the latter will retake its first form
as
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