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as soon as it is disembarrassed from this super-
fluous air and fire, at the expence of the com-
bustible matters offered to it, and the volatile
parts it had lost.

Ithink I have nowdemonstrated, that all the
fitile laws of chemical aflinities, which ap-
peared so variable and different, are no other
than the general laws of attraction, common
to all matter ; that this great law, always
constant and the same, appeared only to vary
in its expression, which cannot be the same
when the figure of bodies enters, like an ele-
ment, into their distance. W ith this new key
we can unlock the most profound secrets of
Nature; we can atfain the knowledge of
the figure of the primitive parts of different
substances ; assign the laws and degrees of
their afhnities; determine the forms which
they take by re-uniting, &c. I think also I
have made it appear that impulsion depends
on attraction ; and that, although it may be
considered as a different torce, it is, notwitha
standing, a particular eficct of this sole and
gcneral one. I have shewn the communi-
cation of motion to be iinpossible withont
a spring, whence 1 have concluded, that
all bodies in Nature are more or less clas-
tic, and that there is not one perfectly
VoL, X. L hard ;
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