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those attenuated parts will join in the same

manner as those offtiscd metal Unite by cool

iin. Cryta1lization, of which the suits have

given us an idea, is never çelft)rtIled but \vlien

a su bstaiice, being disengaged from every

oilier, is niuch divided and sustained by a

fluid, which. having little or no affinity with it,

permits it to unite and iorm by virtue of its

force of attraction, masses of a figure nearly

similar to its primitive parts. This operation,

which supposes all the above circumstances,

n1iy bC (lone by the intermediate aid of fire as

well as by that of water, and is often accom

plished by the concurrence of both, because

all this exacts but one division of matter suffi

ciently great for its primitive parts to be able

to form, by uniting figured bodies like theu

elves. Now fire can bring many substances

to this state much better than any other (is-

solvent, as observation demonstrates to us iii

asbestos, and other productions of fire, whose

figures are regular, and which must be looked

upon as true crystallizations. Yet this d.

gree 0f division, necessary to crystallization,

is not the greatest possible, since in this state

the small parts of matter are still sufficiently

large to constitute a mass, which like other

masses, is only obedient to the sole attractive

force, and the volumes of which, only touch?

ing in points, cannot acquire the rcsultivc

force
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