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It is from this. common foundation that all.

other subtaces have derived the origin qf

their sidity, for all fixed matter, however

much decomposed, subsides finally into, glas,s

by the sole action of fire: it resumes, its first na,

ture, when discngagd front the fluid, or vola

tile matters, which were united with it ; and

this glass, or virtreous matter, which compo

ses the, mass of our globe, represents so much

the better the. element. of earth, s it has nei.

ther colour, smell, tate,liquidity, nor fluidity,

qualities which all proceed from the other ele-

en1s, or belong to them.

Ifglass be. not precisely the element ofearth,

it is at least tite most ancient substance of'




t ;

metals are more, recent, and less dignified ;

and most other minerals form within our sight.

Nature produces glass only in the particular

focus of its volcanos,, whereas evory lay she

forms other substances by the combination

of glasswith the other elements. If we would

form to ourselves just idea of her formatioi

ofthe globe, we must first consider hcrproccs

es, which derzrnnstratethat it has been melted

or liquefied by fire ; that. from this immense

heat it successively passed to its present de

gree; that in the first nornens, where its snr

face began to take consistence inequalities
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