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ybicli we easily fuse in our forge furnaces.

In other respccs, the density of platina heiTI

Much greater than that ofiron, the two quaii-

tities ofdensity and non-fusibility unite here t

render this matter hie least accessible to the

progress of heal. I presume, theref)re, that

platina would have been atthe head ofmy table

if I had put it to the experiment; but I wa

not able to procure a globe of it of an inch dia-

meter, it being only found in rrains; and that

which is in the mas is not pure, it being ne

cessary, in order to fuse it, to mix it with other

rnatrs, which alter its nature. The Come

de B1larderie d'Angivillicrs, who often at.

tended my cxpcrinicnts, led mc to examine

this rare metallic suhstance, not yet sufficiently

known. Chemists who have emIoycci their

time in platina, have looked u jon it as a new,

perfect, proper, and particular metal, differcnt

from all the rest: they have asserted, that its

specific weight was nearly equal to that ofgold;

but that it essentially differed in other respects

from gold, having neither ductility nor fusibi

lity. I owni am of a quite contrary opinion;

because a matter which has neither ductility

.or fusibility, cannot rank in the number of

metals,

I lmve been assured, however, by a peron o the first

rçspcctabiiity, that platina is sn:neup.es found in nasse
and that he himself saw a piece that wcghed tweflty
ouuds, pure as it was eractd from the mie.
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