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which we casily fuse in our forge furnaces.
In other respec's, the density of platina being
much grcater than that of iron, the two quan-
tities of density and non-fusibility unite here to
render this matter the least accessible to the
progress of heat. I presume, therefore, that
platina would havebeen atthe head of my table
if I had put it to the experiment; but I was
not able to precure a globe of it of an inch dia-
meter, it being only found in grains® ; and that
which is in the mags is not pure, it being ne-
cessary, in order to fuse it, tomix it with other
matiers, which alter its nature.  The Comte
de Billarderic d’Angivillicis, who often at«
tended my cxperiments, led me to examine
this rarc metaliic substance, not yet sufficiently
known. Chemists who have employed their
time in platina, have looked upon it as a new,
petfect, proper, and particular metal, differcnt
from all the rest: they have asserted, that its
specific weight was nearly equal to that of gold;
but that it essentially diffcred in other respects
from gold, having ncither ductility nor fusibi-
lity. I ownlam of aquite contrary opinion ;
because a matter which has neither ductility
nor fusibility, cannot rank in the number of
" metals,

~ # have been assured, however, by a percon of the first

respectability, that platina s sommenmes found in masses,

and that he himself saw a piece that weighed tweaty
pounds, pure as it was extracted from the muae. :
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