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BUFFON’S

must not besurprized that, without any com-
munication, we observed the same things, and
deduced the same consequence therefrom ; that
platina is not anew metal, different from every
other, but a mixture of iron and gold. 'To re-
concile his observations still more with mine,
and to enlighten, at the same time, the doubts
which remain on the origin and formation of
platina, I'have thought it necessary to add the
following remaiks :

- 1. The Comte de Milly distinguishes three
kinds of maticrsin platina, namely,two, metal-
hic, and the third, non-metallic, of a chrystal-
line form and substance. He observed, as well
as I, that one of the metallic matters is very
attractable by the magnet, and the other but
litile, or notat all. I mentioned these two mat-
ters as well as he, but I did not speak of the
third, which is not metallic, because there was
nonc, or very little, on the platina on which 1
made my observations. It is possible that
the platina which the Comte made use of
was not so pure as mine, which, I observ-
cd with the greatest care, and in which I saw
only some small transparent globules, like
white melted glass, which were united to the
particles of platina, or ferruginous sand, and

which were carried any where by the magnet,
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