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and fire, '1iich their motion alone can excite

and support; hence this detached star, being'
no longer maintained in its place by the equili

brium ofits forces, would be obliged to change

nutrition, by changing nature, and becoming

an obscure body, would, hikethe rest, obey the

power of the conqueror, whose fire would in

crease in proportion to the number of its con

quests.

For what can be said on the nature of the

sunbut that it is a body of prodigious vo1unie

an enormous mass of matter penetrated by

fire, which appears to subsist without alirnent,

and which resembles a metal or a solid body in

incandescence? Arid from whence can this con

stant state ofincandescence, this continually rc

iwwed production of fire proceed, whose con

gumption does not. appear to be supported by

any alirnent, and whose deperdition is at least

insensible, although constant for such a great

number of years ? Is there, or can there be

any other cause of the production of this per

manent fire, but the rapkl motion from the

strong pressure of all bodies, which revolve

round this common heat, and which heats and

sets fire to it like a wheel rapidly turned round

its axis? The prcsure, which they exercise by

virtue of their weight is equivalent to the fric

lion, and even more powerful, because this

pressUrc


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


