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and others opaquemasses. There are planets
whose different parts successively enjoy a bor-
rowed light, and there are comets which, after
being lost in the immensity of space for several
ages, return to receive the influence of the solar
heat.  There are some suns which appear and
disappear as if they were alternately kindled
and extinguished ; and there are others which
merely shew themselves and then are seen no
more. Ileaven abounds with great events,
which the human cye is scarcely able to per-
ceive. A sun which expires and annihilates
a world, or system of worlds, has no other
effect upon the eycs of man than an ignis-
fatuus, which gives a transitory blaze and
then vanishes for ever. Man, confincd to the
terrestrial atom on which he vegetates, con
siders this atom as a world, and looks upon
other worlds as atoms.

This earth which we inhabit is scarcely dis-
tinguishable among the other globes, and per-
fectly invisible to the distant spheres; it is at
least a million times smaller than the sun by
which it is illuminated, and even a thousand
times less than some of the plancts which, by
its influence, the sun compels to circulate
round him. Saturn,Jupiter, Mars, the Earth,

Venus, Mercury, and the Sun, occupy that
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