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iiiverse, for, like the planets, they are subject

to the attraction of the sun. But in their pro-

jectile and impelled motions they have nothing

i-n common either with each other or with the

planets. Every one of them circulates in a

diuièrcnt plane, and they each describe orbits

in different periods of time; for some perforni

their revolutions in a few years, while others

require several Centuries. The sun, simply

moving round his own centre, remains, as

it were at rest in the midst, and, at the same

time, serves as a torch, a focus, and an axis,

to all anti every part of this wonderful ma-'art

rililat the sun continues immoveable, and

re-gulatesthe motions of the other globes, is to be

ascribed to his magnitude alone. The force

of attraction being in proportion to the mass of

matter; as the sun is so considerably larger

1ian any of the comets, and contains above i

Thousand times more matter than the most ex.

tcnsive planet; they can neither derange him

nor (hrnJnishl his influence, which extending to

immense distances keeps the whole -Within the

hounds of his power; and thus at particular

periods recats those which have stretched

fur-thestinto the regions of space. Some of these

on being brought back. approach so near the

sun,
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