
BUFF0N 'S

all their liquors, would lose their fluid ify ; ifo

the contrary they were more near they would

vanish and dsspate in vapour. Ice and fire

are the elements of death, and temperate heat

the first support of life. The living particles

so generally diffused. through all organized

bodies are related, not only by their activity

but number, to the particles of light which

strike and penetrate almost all matter with

their heat ; for in every place where the sun

can heat the earth with its rays, the sur

face will be covered with verdure, and peopled

with animals; even ice is no sooner dissolved

into water than it swarms with inhabitants

Water, indeed, is apparently more fertile than

the earth; from heat it receives motion and life.

In one season the sea produces more animals

than the earth sustains; but its production of

vegetables is infinitely less. And because

that the inhabitants of the ocean have not a

a sufficient and permanent supply of vegeta

bles, they are compelled to feed upon each.

other; and it is to this necessity that their

immense multiplication may be referred.

As in the beginning every species was

created, the first individual of each has served

for a model to their descendants. The body
of each animal or vegetable is a mould, to

which
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