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360 BUFFON’S

acain.  Althongh the figures are considerably
varied, that variailon is by no means so great
as we might imagine, since Nature has fixed
the limiis of livhtness and gravity. Gold and
air, with respect to density, are the two ex-
tremes, and therefore all the ficures in Nature
must be comprehended as coming between
those two; such as would have produced
heavier or lighter substances have been re-

jected
In speaking of figures, as employed by Na-
ture, I do not mean to imply thac they must
be necessanily, or are exactly, similar to those
geometiical figures which we form in our
imagination.  We forin laws by supposition,
and thien endeavour to render them simple by
absteaction. It is very possible that there are
neither exact cubes nor perfect spheres in the
univesse ; but as nothing certainly exists with-
out form, and as fromr the vaviation of sub-
stances the figures of the elcmients are difter-
ent, soiic of them most undoubtedly must aps
proach to the sphere, the cube, and all the
other regulur figures which we have conceived.
The precise, absolute, and abstract figures
which oui winds are so frequently induced to
admit, cannct have any existence, bocause
all objects are related, and differ only by al-
most imperceptible shades. It is by the
same
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