
seas, and the innumerable islands resemblIng
the tops of mountains.

If we particularly examine these seas, we

shall find the sea of China forms a very deep

bay in its northern part, which commences at

the island of Fungma, and terminates at the

frontier of the province of Pekin, about 50

leagues distance from that capital of the Chi

nese empire. This bay, in its most interior and

narrowest part, is called the Guiph of ChangL

It is very probable that this guiph, and a part of

the sea of China, have been formed by the

ocean, which has submerged all the ancient

country, of which only the islands before-men

tioned are now to be seen. In this southern part

are the bays of rfonquin and Siam, near which

is the peninsula of Malacco, formed by a long

chain of mountains, whose direction is from

north to south, and the Andaman islands, ano

ther chain of mountains in the same direction,

and which appear to be only a succession of the

mountains ofSumatra.

The ocean afterwards forms the great Guiph

of Bengal, in which we may remark, that the

peninsula of Indus forms a concave curb to

wards the east, nearly like the great bay of the

eastern continent, which seems to have been

also
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