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28 BUFION'S

which spreads more than 250 leagues on the
land ; and the second is the Red Sea, which
extends more than 680, computing it from the
island Socotora. These two arms should be
regarded as two mediterranean seas, taking
them from beyond the straits of Ormuz and
Babelmandel : they are both subject to the
tides, but this is occasioned by their being so
near the equator, where the motion of the tides
is much greater than in any other climates
and besides they are both very long and nar-
row. 'The motion of the tides is more rapid
in the Red Sea than in the Persian Gulph, be-
cause the Red Sca is near three times longer
and quite as narrow. The Red Sea does
not receive any river whose motion might
oppose the tides, whereas the Persian Gulph
receives three very considerable ones in its most
projecting extremity. It appears very appa-
rently that the Red Sea has been formed by
an eruption of the ocean, for the bearing of
the lands are exactly similar, the coasts on each
side of the straits follow the same direction,
and evidently appear to have been cut by

waters. o
At the extremity of the Red Sea is that
famous neck of land called the Isthmus of
Suez,
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