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their velocity to be equal, still the depth of the

straits of Gibraltar is by far the greatest.

M. de Tournefort, who ridicules Polybius

n his predicting that the Bosphorus would be

filled up in time, did not pay sufficient attention

to circumstances, when he asserted that event

to be impossible. This sea receives eight or

ten great rivers, and as most of them bring

sand and mud, must it not grad'ually be choaked

up? Must not the winds and the natural cur

rent of the waters towards the Bosphorus,

convey thither a part of these matters? It is

therefore, very probable that in a course of

time the Bosphorus will be filled, when the

waters of the rivers which come into the Black

Sea shall be gradually diminished; now all

rivers daily diminish, because the vapours col

lected by the mountains being the first sources

of rivers, their quantity must decrease as the

mountains diminish in height.
" The Black Sea in fact receives more water

from rivers than the Mediterranean, and the

same author observes, "the greatest rivers in

Europe fall into the Black Sea, by means of the

Danube, in which the rivers of Suabia, Fran..

onia, Bavaria, Austria, Hungary, Moravia,

Corinthia,
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