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ted by the sea-water much more than I could

have been by the most plentiful rain.

These examples are sufficient to shew with

what violence the sea aEs against some coasts.

This continual agitation destroys and diminishes

by degrees the land. The water carries away

all these matters, and deposits them as soon as

it arrives at a part where the troubled sea sub

sides into a calm. In tempestuous weather

the water is foul, from the mixture of matters

detached from the shore and bottom of the sea,

which then casts on the coasts a number of

things that it brings from a distance, and which

are never met with but after storms; as amber

gris on the west of Ireland, and yellow amber

on those of Pomerania, cocoa-nuts on the

coasts of India, &c. and sometimes pumice and

other singular stones. We can quote on this

occasion a circumstance related in the new

travels to the American Islands. "Being at

St. Domingo, says the author, among other

things they gave me some light stones, which

the sea brought to the coast when there had

been strong southerly winds; there was one

two feet and a half long by eighteen broad,

and one thick, which did not quite weigh five

pounds: they are as white as snow, much

harder
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