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that force the wind into another course, but

which returns again as soon as the obstacle is

dissipated.

The winds are more violent in mountainous

places than in plains, and increase until we

reach the common height of the clouds, that is

to say, to about one quarter, or one third of a

league perpendicular height; beyond that height

the sky is generally serene, at least during the

summer, and the wind gradually diminishing.

It is .even asserted to be quite insensible at the

summit of the highest mountains; but these

summits being covered with snow and ice, it

is natural to suppose that this region of air is

agitated by the wind when the snow falls, atd

only during summer that the winds are not to

be perceived. In summer the light vapours

which are raised above the summit of these

mountains fall in the form of dew, whereas in

winter they condense and fall in snow or ice,

which in winter may raise considerable winds,

even at that height.

A current of air increases in velocity where

the space of its passage is straitened: the

same wind which was moderate in an open

plain becomes violent in passing through a

.arrow passage in a mountain, or between two

Oz. lofty
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