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May, and during the months of June, July, and
August, there are such violent tempests from the
north or north-east that ships are not able to
keep thesea. On the other side of this penin-
sula, in the sea which bathes the Coromandel
coast, these tempests are not known.

“ Lo sail from Java, Ceylon, and many other
places, to the Malacca islands, the month of
September is.the most proper time, because the
west wind begins to blow in these parts ; never-
theless, at 15 degrees south of the equator, we .
lose this west wind and meet with the general
winds, which blow south-east. To sail from
Cochin to Malacca they depart in March, be-
cause the west winds begin to blow at that
time ; therefore these westerly winds blow at
different times in different parts of the Indian
sea; and it 1s necessary to sail at different pe-
riods in going from Java to the Malaccas, from
Cochin to Malacca, from Malacca to China,
and from China to Japan. |

¢ At Banda, the west winds finish at the end
of March, calms reign during April, in May
the east winds begin again with great violence.
At Ceylon, the west' winds begin about the
middle of March, and remain till the beginning
of October, when the east or rather north-
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