
118 BTJFFON'S

at Cape of Gardafu, these kinds of tempests rise

in May, and the clouds which produce them are

generally in the north like those of the Cape of

Good Hope.

All these tempests are produced by winds

which issue from a cloud, and which have di

rections either from north to south, or north

east to south-west, &c. but there are other

kinds which are still more violent, and in

which the winds seem to proceed from every

quarter at once; they have a whirling motion,

which nothing can resist. A calm generally

precedes these horrible tempests; but in an

instant the fury ofthe winds raises the waves as

high as the clouds. There are parts of the

sea which cannot be approached, from there

being constantly calms and hurricanes in them.

The Spaniards have called these places Calms

and Tornados; the most considerable are near

Guinea, at two or three degrees north latitude;

they are 300 or 350 leagues in length by as

many in breadth, which forms a space ofmore

than ioo,ooo leagues square.

When contrary winds come all at once in

the same place, as to a centre, they produce
whirlwinds by the contrariety of their motions;

but when these winds meet with others in op..

position,
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