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All it effects, however, arise from fire and

smoke:* veins of sulphur, bitumen, and other

inflammable matters, are found in the bowels

of mountains, as well as minerals and pyrites,

which ferment when exposed to air or humidity,

and cause explosions proportionate to the quan

tity of inflamed matters. This is the just

idea of a volcano, and it is easy for a phi

losopher to imitate the action of these sub

terranean fires; for by mixing together a quan

tity of brimstone and iron filings, and burying

them in the earth to a certain depth, a small

volcano may be produced, whose effects will

be exactly similar; for this mixture inflames by

fermentation, throws off the earth and stones

with which it is covered, and smokes, flames,

and explodes like a real volcano.

In Europe are three famous volcanos, Mount

- Etna, in Sicily, Mount Hecla, in Iceland, and

Mount Vesuvius, near Naples, in Italy. Mount
"
Etna has burnt from time immemorial, its

eruptions are very violent, and the quantity

of matter it throws out is so great that after dig

ging 68 feet deep, marble pavements, and the

vestiges, of an ancient town have been found

buried under this thickness of matter, in the

same manner as the city of Herculaneum has
-.

been
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