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In 1683 a violent eruption caused a terrible

earthquake in Sicily; it entirely destroyed the

town of Catanea, and killed more than 6o,ooo

persons in that town, besides those which were

destroyed in the neighbouring towns and vil

lages.

Hecla throws out its fires through the ice

and snow of a frozen land; its eruptions are

nevertheless as violent as those of tna, and

other volcanos ofsouthern countries. It throws

out cinders, lava, pumice stones, and sometimes

boiling water: it is not inhabitable within six

leagues ofthis volcano, and the whole island of

Iceland is very abundant in sulphur. The his

tory of the violent eruptions of Hccla are

corded by ljithmar Bleffken.

Mount Vesuvius, according to the historians,

did not begin burning till the seventh Consulate

of Titus Vespasbn and Falvius Domitian; the

top being opened, it at first threw out stones

and rocks, afterwards fire and' lava, which

burnt two neighbouring towns, and emitted

such thick smoke that it obscured the light of

the sun. Pliny the elder, desirous 6,f examining

this conflagration nearer, was suffocated by the

smoke
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ee the Epistle of Pliny-,.jun, to Tacitus.
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