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like pumice-stones. Some travellers assert

that this volcano is most furious at the time of

the equinoxes, because certain winds then reign
there, which inflame the matter that feeds, and

has fed this fire for a number of years.
The island of r1eI.nate is but seven leagues

round, and is only the summit of a mountain ;

it gradually ascends from the shore to the

middle of the island, where the volcano rises

to a considerable height, to the top of which

it is very difficult to attain. Many rills of

sweet water descend along the ridge of this

mountain, and when the air is calm, and the

season mild, this burning guiph is in less agita
tion than during storms and high winds.t

This confirms what I have said in a former

article, and seems to prove that the fire of

volcanos does not proceed from any consi

derable depth, but from the top, or at least not

far distant from the summit of the mountains;

for if it was not so, the high winds could nct

increase 'their combustion. The are other

volcanos in the Malaccas. In one of the

Mauritius islands, '70 leagues from the Ma

laccas; there is "a volcano, whose effects are as

violent

See Argensola's Travels, vol. 1, page 21.
See the Travels of Schuten.
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