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ceivable violence,since the most famous of which
history makes mention have not had sufficient
power to form a single mountain ; for example,
in the time of Valentian I. an earthquake hap-
pened, which was felt throughout all the known
world ;* and yet not a mountain was thrown
up by it.

It is nevertheless certain, that although we
might be able to find an earthquake sufficiently
powerful to throw up the highest mountains,
it would not be sufficient to disorder the rest of
the globe. _

For supposing that the chain of the highest
mountains which cross South America from
the Magellanic lands to New Grenada, and the
Gulph of Darien, had been produced by an
earthquake, and then let us see by calculations
the effect of this explosion. This chain of"
mountains is near 1700 leagues in length, and
commonly 40 in breadth, comprehending the
Sieras, which are not so lofty as the Andes.
The surface therefore is 68,000 square leagues ;
I suppose the thickness of the matter dis-
placed by the earthquake to be about one
league, that is, the height of these mountains

taken

* As Ammianus Marcellinus relates, lib. 26. cap. 14.
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