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Being in a vessel, which was moored the

18th of September 1721, before the fortress

of the town of St. Michael, M. de Montagnac

learnt the following account from the pilot:

"On the 7th of December 1720, at night,

there was a great earthquake in Tercera and

St. Michael, which are about 8 leagues apart,

and between which a new island sprung up:

it was remarked at the same time, that the

point of the island of Peak, 30 leagues distant,

and which before threw out fire, was punk and

emitted none; but the new island kept throw-'

ing out a constant thick smoke, and which I

plainly perceived from the vessel I was in.

The pilot assured us that he had gone round

the island, rowing as near it as he conceived to

be safe. On the south side he threw a line of

sixty fathoms without finding any bottom; on

the west side the water was greatly changed,

appearing white, blue and green, and which

extended two thirds of a league, where it

seemed ready to boil. On the north-west, the

part from which the smoke issued, he found,

at 15 fathoms, a bottom of thick sand; he

threw a stone in the sea, and where it fell the

water seemed to boil and bubble with impe

tuosity : the bottom was so hot that it twice

inelted
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