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which naturalists have called Lac lunac, or Me-

dulla Saxi.

When these streams of water, loaded with

lapidic matter, flow through the horizontal

joints of soft stone or chalk, this matter attaches

itself to the surface of the blocks of stone, and

forms white, scaly'., light, and spongy crust;

which some authors have named MineraL'lgaric,

from its resemblance to Vegetable Agaric: but

ifthe strata are of common hard stone, proper to

make good lime, the filter being then more close,

the water will issue from it loaded with lapidific

matter, more pure and homogeneous, and whose

molecules uniting more intimately, will form

nearly concretions of the hardness of stone,

with a little transparency, and we shall find- on

the surfaces of the blocks in these quarries,

stony incrustations variously disposed, which

entirely fill up the horizontal joints.

In grottos and cavities of rocks, which may

be looked upon as the basons of perpendicular

clefts, the diverted direction of the streams of

water, give different forms to the concretion

which result therefrom. They in general have

the appearance of a cone attached to the top of

the vault, although they may more properly be

con.-
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