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face of the earth, we do not doubt but that the

Theory of the Earth which we have laid down

would receive additional support.

One of the principal causes of these altera

tions is the motion of the sea; a motion it has

endured from the earliest ages; for since the

sun, moon, earth, waters, air,' &c. have existed

from the time of the creation, the effects of the

tides, the motion of the sea from east to west,

as well as that of the winds and currents, must

have been felt for the same space; and if even

we should suppose the axis of the globe had

formerly another inclination, and that the con

tinents, as well as the sea, had another dispo

sition, it does not destroy the motion offlux and

reflux, nor alter the cause and effects of the

winds: it is sufficient that the immense quantity

of waters, which fill the vast space of the sea,

is found in some part on the globe ofthe earth,

for wherever they had been collected they would

have still been subject to the same motions, and

produced similar effects.

When it was once supposed that our continent

was formerly the bottom of the sea, there was

soon no doubt remaining thereon. The de

vastatiOns of the sea, which are every where to

be met with; the horizontal situation of the

strata
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