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Such might be the effect of an universal deluge,
which must have disturbed all nature; but

which could not have given a regular form

to these different beds of fossil shells, but

would have jumbled them together without any
order or regularity."

On this subject I am perfectly of the same

opinion as M. Barrere, excepting as to the

formation of mountains, which I cannot agree

ought to be entirely attributed to the causes

which occasion the ocean to gain upon the

land on some parts, and lose it upon others.

As I am, on the contrary, of opinion, I could

produce many convincing arguments to prove

that most of the eminencies seen on the surface

of the earth have been actually formed in the

sea itself. First, because they have a corre

spondence of saillant and returning angles,

which necessarily implies the cause we have

assigned, that is, the motion of the currents.

Secondly, because downs and hills, which are

formed by the materials that the sea brings on

its shores, are not composed of marble and

hard stone, like common hills; the shells also

in the former are generally only fossils, whereas

in the latter, the petrifaction is compleat; be..

sides the beds of earth are not so horizontal
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