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selves by adopting this opinion without exatni.

nation, and our error might arise from plants,

in fact, resembling each other more than anib

maTs; so that this moldiness, which we only

take for a very minute moss, may possibly be

a kind of forest or garden, filled with abun

dance of various plants, although we are una

ble to mark the difference.

By comparing the size of animals and plants

there will be found a great inequality, for the

distance is much greater between the size of a

'whale and one of these microscope animals,

than between the highest oak and the moss we

are now speaking of. Although bulk be only

a relative attribute, it may, nevertheless, be

useful to inspect into the extreme boundaries

nature has allotted to her productions. In

bigness animals and plants seem to have a near

equality; a large whale and a large tree forms

a volume not very different; whereas, among

the small it has been asserted there are animals

so very minute that a million of them united

together, would not equal, in size, the smallest

moss-plant ever seen.

The most general and most sensible

diffe-rencebetween animals and vegetables is that of

figure, for the form of animals, although in

finitely


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


