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blage of germs, or small individuals of the

same kind, which can expand in the same mode

according to circumstances, and form new

bodies, composed like those from whence they

proceed.

By examining this idea thoroughly, we

shall discover a connection between animals,

vegetables, and minerals, which we could not

expect. Salts, and some other minerals, are

composed of parts resembling each other, and

to all that composes them; a grain of salt is a

cube, composed of an infinity of smaller cubes,

which we may easily perceive by a microscope;

these are also composed of other cubes still

smaller, as may be perceived with a better mi

croscope; and we cannot doubt, but that the

primitive and constituting particles of this

salt are likewise cubes so exceedingly minute

as to escape our sight, and our imagination.

Animals and plants which can multiply by

all their parts, are organized bodies, of which

the primitive and constituting parts are also

organic and similar, of which we discern

the aggregate quantity, but cannot perceive

the primitive parts only by reason and

analogy.




This


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


