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assured that an infinite progression or expan

sion does not exist; that it is only an abstract

idea, a retrenchment of the idea of finity, of

which we take sway the limits that necessarily

terminate all size; and that, of course, we must

reject.. from philosophy every opinion which

leads to an idea of the actual existence of geo

metrical or arithmetical infinity.

The partizans, therefore, of this opinion

must acknowledge, that their infinity of suc

cession and multiplication is, in fact, only an

indeterminate or indefinite number; a number

greater than any we can have an idea of, but

which is not infinite. This being granted,

they will tell us, that the first seed of an elm,

for example, which does not weigh a grain,

really contains all the organic particles neces

sary for the formation of this, and every other

tree of the same kind which ever shall appear.

But what do they explain to us by this answer?

Is it not cutting the knot instead of untying

it, and eluding the question when it should be

resolved.

When we ask how beings are multiplied?

and it is answered that this multiplication was

compleatly made in the first body, is it not.

acknowledging that they are ignorant- how it is
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