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made, and renouncing the will of conceiving
it? The question is asked, how one body pro

duces its like? and it is answered, that the

whole was created at once. Can we receive

this as a solution? for whether one or a million

of. generations have passed the like difficulty
remains, and so far from explaining the sup

position of an indefinite number of germs,

increases the obscurity, and renders it incom

prehensible.
I own, that in this circumstance, it is easier

to start objections than to establish probabilities,

and that the question of reproduction is of such

subtle nature, as possibly never to be fully re

solved; but then we should search whether it is

totally inscrutable, and by that examination,

we shall discover all that is possible to be

known of the subject;' or at least, why we must

remain ignorant of it.

There are two kinds of questions, some be

longing to the first causes, the others have only

particular effects; for example, if it is asked,

why matter is impenetrable? it must either re

main unanswered, or be replied to by saying,

matter is impenetrable, because it is impene

trable. It will be the same with respect to all

the general qualities of matter, whether rela

tive
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