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it cannot be compounded; it cannot include

any other idea, and, consequently, it will con

tam nothing opposite nor contrary.

Simple ideas are not only the primary appre
hensions which strike us by the senses, but also

the primary comparisons which form from

those apprehensions; for the rst apprehension,
itself is always a comparison. The idea of

the size of an object, or of its remoteness,

necessarily includes a comparison with bulk or

distance in general; therefore, when an idea

only includes comparison it must be regarded
as simple, and from that circumstancç, as con

taining nothing contradictory. Such is the

idea of the internal mould. There is a quality
in Nature, called gravity, which penetrates the

internal parts of bodies. 1 take the idea of

internal mould relatively to this quality, and,

therefore, including only comparison, it bears

not any contradiction.

Let us now see the consequences that may

be deduced from this supposition; let us also

search after facts corresponding therewith, as

it will become so much the more probable, as

the number of analogies shall be greater.
Let us begin by unfolding this idea of internal

moulds, and by explaining in what manner we

understand
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