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understand it, we shall be brought to conceive
the modes of reproduction. “
Nature, in general, seems to have a greater
tendency to life than death, and to organize
bodies as much as possible ; the multiplication
of germs, which may be infinitely encreased,
is a proof of it ; and we may assert with safety,
that if all matter is not organized, it is because
organized beings destroy each other; or we
can augment as much as we please the quan-
tity of living and végetating beings, but we
cannot augment the quantity of stones or other
inanimate matters. This seems to indicate
that the most common work of Nature is the
production of the organic part, and in which
her power knows no bounds. |
To render this intelligible, let us make a
calculation of what a single germ might pro-
duce. The seed of an elm, which does not
weigh the hundredth part of an ounce, at the
end of 100 years will produce a tree whose
volume will be €o cubic feet. At the tenth
year this tree will have produced 1000 seeds,
which being all sown, at the end of 100 years
would each have also a volume equal to 6o
cubic feet. Thusin 110 years there is pro-

duced more than 60,000 cubic feet of orga-
nized
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