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It is another proof that the superfluous nu

triment forms the seminal liquor, that eunuchs,

and all mutilated animals, grow larger or

thicker than those who have not that deficiency.

The superabundance of nutriment not being

able to evacuate, for the defect of proper or

gans, alters the habit of the body; the thighs

and haunches of eunuchs grow very large: the

reason is evident; after their body has attained

the common size, if the superfluous organic

molecules found an issue, as in other men, this

growth would no longer increase; but as there

are no longer organs for the emission of the

seminal fluid, which is no more than the su

perfluous matter which served for growth re

mains, it endeavours to expand the parts be

yond their usual dimensions. Now it is known,

that the growth of the bones is made by the

extremities, which are soft and spongy, and

when they have once acquired solidity, they,

are no longer capable ofextension; and for this

reason, the superfluous organic particles can

only expand the spongy extremities of bones,

which causes the thighs, knees &c. of eunuchs

to thicken so considerably.

But what more strongly proves the truth of

our explanation, is the resemblance of chil.
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