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dren to their parents. A son, in general, more

resembles his father than his mother, and the

daughter more her mother than her father;

because a man has a greater, resmblance to a

man than to a woman, and a woman resembles

more a woman than a man, in respect to the

whole habitude of the body; but for the fea

tures and particular habits, children sometimes

resemble the father, sometimes the mother, and

sometimes both. They will have, for example,

the.father's eyes, and the mouth of the mother,

or the complexion of the latter, and the size

of the former; which is impossible to be con

ceived, unless it is admitted that both parents

have contributed to the formation of the child,

and that consequently there was a mixture of

the two seminal fluids.

I acknowledge that resemblances raised many

difficulties in my own mind; before I had ma

turely examined the question of generation, I

was prepossessed with ideas of a mixed system,

by which it appeared that I could explain

in a probable manner every phenomena, ex

cepting resemblances, and these I thought I

had found very specious reasons to doubt, and

which deceived me a long time, until having

minutely observed, with all the exactness I was

capable
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