
NATURAL HISTORY. 9

'which is properly no other than a cluster of

small yellow eggs of a round form, varying in

size from the bigness of a mustard-seed to that

of a large nut or medlar. These small eggs are

fastened together by one common pellicle, and

form a body which nearly resembles a bunch of

grapes. The smallest of these eggs are white,

and they take another colour in proportion as

they increase.

Having examined these eggs immediately
after the communication of the cock, he did

not perceive any remarkable difference, nor

any of the male semen in any one of' these

eggs; he therefore supposed that every egg,

and the ovarium itself, became fruitful by a

subtle spirit, which came from the semen of

the male; and he says, that in order to secure

this fecundating spirit, nature has placed at the

external orifice of the vagina of birds a kind of

net-work or membrane, which permits, like

a valve, the entrance of this seminal spirit, but

at the same time prevents it from re-issuing or

evaporating.

When the egg is loosened from the common

pellicle, it descends by degrees through a

winding passage into the internal part of the

matrix. This passage is filled with a liquor
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