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28 BUFFON’S

gives the description of the vessels and course
of the blood, and reasonably supposes that,
though the heart does not beat before thirty-
eight or forty hours incubation, it still existed
before that time, like the other parts of the
chicken; but on examining the heart in a
dark room, he discovered not the least glimpse
of light to proceed from it, as Harvey insi-
nuates.

At the end of two days the chicken is seen
floating in the liquor of the amnios; in which
the head, composced of vesicles, is turned on
one side; the back bone and vertebra are
lengthened 3 the heart, which then hung out
of the breast, beat three times; for the fluid it
contains is impelled into the ventricles of the
heart, from thence into the arteries, and after-
wards into the umbilical vessels. He re-
marks, that having separated the chick from
the white of the egg, the motion of the heart
still continued for a whole day. After two
days and fourteen hours, or sixty-two hours
of incubation, the chicken, although grown
stronger, remained with its head bent down-
wards in the liquor, contained by the amnios;
the veins and arteries were seen among the
vessels of the brain; the lineaments of the

eyes,
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