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94 GUFFON’S

tkemselves in motion, hut this power increased
as they separated from the filament, from which
they made many efforts to disengage them-
selves. Each of them in this struggle drew
out tails from the filaments of different sizes,
some of which were so thin and so long as to
have no proportion with the bodics, which were
all so much the more embarrassed as these
threads or tails increased in length. The angle
of their vibratory motion was also muchgreater
as those filaments were longer : and their pro-
gressive motion so much the more remarkable
as these tails were shorter.

VIII. Haviog continued these observations
for fourteen hours, T perceived that these
threads, or tails, were continually lessening,
and became so fine, that at last their extremi-
tics were no longer visible, and at length the
whole entirely disappeared. At this time the
globules absolutely ceased their horizontal vi-
brations ; their progressive motion was direct,
although they had always the vertical balan-
cing motion, like the rolling of aship. W hen
disencumbered of these threads, the bodies were
oval, transparent, and perfectly like those pre-

tended animals seen in the liquor of an oyster
on
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