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NATURAL HISTORY. 167

We can therefore affirm, without fear of ad-
vancing too much, that the grand division of
nature’s productions into Animeals, Vegetables,
and Minerals, do not contain every material
being ; since there are some that exist which
cannot be classed in thisdivision. We have al-
ready observed, that nature passes by insensible
links from the animal to the vegetable, but from
the vegetable to themineral the passageisquick,
and the distance considerable; from whencethe
law of nature’s passing by imperceptible de-
grees appears untrue. This made me suppose
that by examining nature closely we shall dis-
cover intermediate organized beings, which
without having the power of reproduction, like
animalsand vegetables, would nevertheless have
a kind of lifc and motion: other beings which,
without being either vegetables or animals,
might possibly enter into the composition of
both, and likewise other beings which would
be only the assemblage of the organicmolecules
I have spoken of in the preceding chapters.

In the first class of these kind of beings
eggs must be placed ; those of hens, and other
birds, are fastened to a common pedicle, and
draw their nourishment and growth from the
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