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ganic matter when it is extravasated, or is too

abundant for the lacteal vessels to absorb.

We shall hereafter have occasion to examine

more largely the nature of those worms, and

many other animals which are formed in a si

milar manner.

When this organic matter, which may be

looked on as an universal seed, is collected in

any great quantity, as in the seminal liquors,

and in the mucilaginous parts ofthe infusion of

plants, its first effect is to vegetate, or rather

to produce vegetating beings. These zoo

phytes swell, extend, ramify, and produce

globules, ovals, and other small bodies, of dif

ferent figures, which have all a kind ofanimal

life, a progressive motion, which is often very

swift, and sometimes very slow. These gb.

bules themselves decompose, change their

figures, and become smaller; and in propor

tion as they diminish in size the rapidity of

their motion augments.

I have sometimes thought that the venom of

the viper, and other active poisons, even that

of the bite of a mad dog, might possibly be

this active matter too rarefied; but I have not

as yet had time to make the experiments which

I had projected on this matter, as well as on
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