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ia difficult to.. conceive asthatofthefctiis

and we might say, with équal.propriety, that

the' fatus nourihes the placeuta, as that the

placenta nourishes the fcetus. The whole mass"

is floating in the matrix, and without any ad.

herence at the' commencement df this growth
:

therefore the nourishment can be 'o .ly made

by an absorption ofthe milky, matter contained

in the matri The placenta appears first to

draw this nutriment, to convert this milk

into' blood, and "to carry it 'to the ftu by

veins,
'
The liquor of the amnios appears to

be only this milky liquor depurated,'the quan

tity of -which increases by a like absorption,

proportionate to the increase Oftb membranes,'

and the foetus. probably absorbs the liquor,

which appears to be the necessary nutriment

for its expansiOn. For we must observe, that

for the first two or three months the foetus

contains very little blood ; 'it is as :white at

ivory, and appears to be composed of lymph

which has taken' some solidity; and as the

skin is tranparënt, and all the parts very soft,

we may easily conceive that 'the liquor in

which the f(ns swims may, penetrate them,'

and thus furnish the necessary matter for its

trition and expansion. It may be supposed

that
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