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NATURAL HISTORY. a3l

Whence can arise the uniformity that is in
all the works of animals? Why does each
species invariably perform the same actions in
the same manner? And why docs not one
individual perform them better or worse than
another ? Can there be a stronger proof that
their operations are merely the effects of me-
chanism and materiality ? If'they possessed the
smallest spark of that light which is inherent
in mankind, their works would display variety
at least, if not perfection, and one individual
would, in its performance, make some little
difference from what another had done.- But
this is far from being the case. One plan of
action is common to the whole species, and
whoever would attribute a mind or soul to ani-
m:ils, must of necessity allow but one’ to each
species, of which each individual wouﬁ be an
equal partaker, and as thereby it would be di-
visible, it would consequently ‘be material, and
of a nature widely different from ours.

‘Why, on the other hand, arc the prod_uctions
and performances-of ' mien so various and so
diversified? Why is a servile imitation more
troublesome to us than an original design ? It
is because our souls are our own, and inde-
pendent of any other, and—bccause we have no-

Uu?2 thing



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


