
situation f the soul by inspecting the changes

of the countenance. But as the soul has no

form which can have any relation to that of

ntter we cannot judge of it by the figure of

the body, or by the features ofthecountenance.

An ill-fotrncd body ñiay contain an amiable

mind; nor is the good or bad disposition of a

person to be determined by the features of the

face, these features having no analogy with

the nature of the soul on which any reason

able conjectures may be founded.

To this kind of prejudice, nevertheless, the

ancients were 'Strongly attached; and in all

ages there have been men whá have attempted

to form into a science of divination, their pre

tended skill in physiognomy; but it is evident

that this divination can only extend to the

ituation'of the miid when expressed by the

,motion of the eyes, visage, and other parts of

the body, and that the form of the nose, the

mouth, and other features, are no more cone

ected with the natural disposition of the per

son, than is the largeness or the thickness ofthe

limbs to that of thought. Shall a man have

more genius because he has' a bettershaped

nose? Shall behave less wisdom. because his

eyes are little, and his mouth is large? It

must
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