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n order to judge of its size; but when we can

not perfectly distinguish the figures, and at

the same time behold a number of objects,

whose forms are correspondent, we conceive

those which are most brilliant are most

proxi-mate,and those most obscure are most remote;

a not ion which is not unoften the source of

very singular mistakes. In a multitude of

Objects disposed in a right line, as the lamps

upon the road from Versailles to Paris, of

which, as we cannot judge of the proximity or

remoteness but by the quantity of light they

transmit to the eye, it often happens that when

examined at the distance of the eighth of

a league, we see all the lamps situated on the

right hand instead of the left., on which they

in reality situated. This fallacious a

pearance is produced from the abovc-rnei-

tioned cause, for as tlie spectator has no

evi-denceofthe (lisance he is from the lamps. but.

by the quantity of light they emit, so li co-

ceives that the most brilliant lamps are those

which are the first and the nearest to liiflL

Now if some of the first lamps happen to be

dull and obscure, and any ore of the others

particularly bright, that one would appear to

be first uirJ the rest behind, whatever was- their
"
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